To the international human rights organisation
Amnesty International, MA

Sirs:

We have no doubts that our country’s authorities initiated the first trial of Mikhail Khodorkovsky
first and foremost because he held an independent political position and was convinced of the need to do
everything possible to thwart the curtailment of democratic institutions in the Russian Federation. This
manifested itself in the form of the considerable financial support that he rendered to opposition political
parties — in full compliance with the law, but contrary, to the wishes of the authorities.

The obvious political motivation of the first trial provided every ground to recognise Mikhail
Khodorkovsky as a political prisoner. The reason for the second trial against him, with its charges that
were absurd to the point of being comical, became his work as a political commentator — his interviews
and articles written from prison. These public statements not only contain an analysis of what
Khodorkovsky considers to be the erroneous political and economic course being taken by the current
leadership of the Russian Federation, but also offer proposals on how to change this course. No hardships
of prison life, not even the grossest violations of his rights in detention, have been able to break this
person.

Over his years in prison, Mikhail Khodorkovsky has turned into a prominent public figure,
capable of becoming a leader of a united democratic opposition. The ruling authoritarian regime too
knows this well.

In these conditions, the leadership of the RF has conducted a shameful second trial, and by way of
unprecedented pressure on the court has attained the issuance of a new harsh sentence, the main objective
of which was - not to allow the release of M. Khodorkovsky from jail.

We maintain that any person convicted for no other reason than giving voice to his convictions is
a prisoner of conscience, and it is precisely for this reason that we are asking you to reconsider your
position in relation to Mikhail Khodorkovsky and to recognise this status for him. We consider it
necessary to recognise for Mikhail Khodorkovsky’s like-minded friend Platon Lebedev, unjustly
convicted together with him, who was used in the capacity of a hostage at an early stage of the first trial,
when the authorities had not yet made up their minds to arrest Khodorkovsky and were hoping to
intimidate and squeeze him into emigration by arresting Lebedev.

We have received confirmation on numerous occasions in recent times that your esteemed
organisation knows how to react quickly and expeditiously to the violations of fundamental human rights
that the Russian authorities are allowing to take place.

We do not know what other new ordeals await Khodorkovsky and Lebedev, and so we turn to you
with a request to recognise them as prisoners of conscience without any undue delay. We feel this would
be a powerful method of bringing additional public attention to the fate of these courageous people.
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